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Fact of the day

At the 2004 Olympic Games
in Athens, Iranian judoka
Arash Miresmaeili was
disqualified for weighing in at
nearly four pounds above the
limit for his weight class of his
under-66 kilograms match
against an Israeli opponent
Ehud Vaks in the first round. It
was claimed Miresmaeili had
gone on an eating binge to
protest the International
Olympic Committee's
recognition of the state of
Israel. Iran does not recognise
the state of Israel, and
Miresmaeili's actions won
praise from high-ranking
Iranian officials. Mohammad
Khatami, the country's
President at the time, was
quoted as saying Miresmaili's
actions would be "recorded in
the history of Iranian glories".
He was later awarded
$125,000 by the Government
- the same amount given to
Olympic gold medallists.
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Featured Job

Everton FC - Communications
Officer - Everton in the
Community - Liverpool ,
United Kingdom

The

Communications

Officer will

primarily involved
with driving awareness across
all media platforms within
Everton in the Community and
the work that is currently
undertaken across
Merseyside and beyond.
Support the Head of
Communications within
Everton in the Community in
the delivery of the
communications strategy and
to drive positive media
coverage through the creation
of materials, press releases
and online content which
effectively tell the story of the
charity and the programmes
which are currently being
implemented.
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Indian official claims shooting absence from
Birmingham 2022 would alienate
subcontinent

By Michael Pavitt

® Add comment n 1 u

The Removal Of
Shooting I'rom the

National Rifle Association of India President Raninder Singh

5005 Birsningham , has claimed the International Shooting Sport Federation

(ommonealth (ISSF) have offered financial assistance to have the sport
included at Birmingham 2022 and suggested its absence

7 i : : .
& risks alienating the subcontinent.

Singh made the claims in a 184-page report entitled: "The
removal of shooting from the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games - facts, findings
and recommendations."

The report was initially sent to India's Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju, who then wrote to
Britain's Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Nicky Morgan urging
her to intervene in the row.

Shooting, while not a compulsory Commonwealth Games sport, has been part of every
event since Kingston 1966, with the exception of Edinburgh 1970.

India has traditionally been strong in the sport, winning 16 medals, including seven
golds, at Gold Coast 2018.

Shooting was not included on the Birmingham 2022 programme, prompting the Indian
Olympic Association (IOA) to threaten to boycott the event.

Birmingham 2022 has claimed it did not have the facilities to accommodate shooting
and was not prepared to host it at the Bisley National Shooting Centre, more than 130
miles away.

India have enjoyed significant success in shooting at the Commonwealth Games
©Getty Images

Singh dismissed concerns over the potential cost of shooting’s inclusion on the Games
programme and the distance to Bisley, the range which has been proposed by
supporters for any potential competition.

He claimed the ISSF have pledged financial support to any competition, which he
believes would ease any potential burden on organisers.

"Through this and in the presence of the President Vladimir Lisin and the secretary
general Alexander Ratner, the ISSF very generously offered to completely finance at an
estimated £780,000 ($960,000/€870,000), the refurbishment of all equipment necessary
to bring Bisley to a finely tuned mark for the conduct of the shooting events,” Singh
wrote.

"No further investment is warranted on the range as all the infrastructure required to
conduct the Games is existent since Manchester 2002 Commonwealth Games were
conducted on this very range.

"The second issue stated, that since Bisley is at a distance of 130 kilometres from
Birmingham, such a distance necessitates the requirements of a satellite village to be
created to house the requisite athletes and official nearby Bisley itself.

"This is an additional cost to the Organising Committee that it may not be able to
burden.

"When one observes, that the Organising Committee shall be transporting cycling
athletes to the London Velodrome on a daily basis, one is struck by the fact that Bisley
is much closer to Birmingham than London.

"Strangely the same standard and yardstick of finding a requirement for a satellite
village for the cycling athletes and official does not find mention, yet for shooting it
does?

"Shooting as a sport is quite adept to two hours there and back.”

ISSF
PRESIDENT

The ISSF has offered to contribute towards hosting shooting at Birmingham 2022
©ISSF

Singh claimed the Indian subcontinent would be negatively impacted from shooting’s
absence from Birmingham 2022.

He noted that Bangladesh’s two gold medals at the Commonwealth Games have come
in shooting, while the sport was responsible for one of Sri Lanka’s four golds.

A total of 63 of India’s 181 gold medals since 1966 have come in shooting.

Singh included letters in the report highlighting the support of several British
Government officials for having shooting included on the programme.

He claimed Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi would raise the issue with British
counterpart Boris Johnson, as he reportedly had done with Johnson’s predecessor
Theresa May.

Singh questioned whether alienating the Indian subcontinent would be a wise decision
for Britain as the Government prepare to leave the European Union.

"The analysis in this paper clearly points out to a disadvantage targeted towards the
nations in the Indian subcontinent,” Singh wrote.

“It is pertinent to note that India and its neighbours contain a large population size that
aspires to not only compete but also to promote the Commonwealth Games.

"The President of the ISSF, Mr Lisin has extended his support to the President of the
Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF) in terms of financial assistance to help negate
costs incurred for the re-introduction of shooting sports at Birmingham 2022, as well as
offered any additional support in excess of this that the Commonwealth Games may
desire.

"Finally, as he has most graciously done in the past, we once again look to our Prime
Minister Shri. Narendra Modi Ji to take up the matter bilaterally with his counterpart Mr
Boris Johnson, Prime Minister of the UK, at his earliest convenience.

"The timing for our Governments intervention cannot be better as the new Government
that has just taken office in the UK is surprisingly stacked with cabinet ministers who
are and remain supportive of our sports re-inclusion for 2022.

“Besides, the host nation’s top current political agenda is driven by the issue of Brexit,
given that this shall leave the host nation rather aloof post such an exit completion,
would this most hospitable host nation choose to alienate 1.45 billion Commonwealth
members as well?”

—

CGF chief executive David Grevemberg has claimed some of the blame rests with the
ISSF ©Getty Images

The IOA carried out its threat to boycott the CGF General Assembly in Rwanda this
week.

It is due to discuss whether to boycott Birmingham 2022 at a meeting later this month,
but CGF President Dame Louise Martin and chief executive David Grevemberg hope to
hold talks with them in November.

Grevemberg claimed earlier this week that some of the blame for shooting being
dropped from the programme for only the second time in 56 years was down to the
ISSF.

He claimed that, unlike other world governing bodies, the ISSF did little to promote
shooting in the Commonwealth.

' "Fourcade chosen as French candidate for election to IOC Athletes Commission in 2022

across the Commonwealth," Grevemberg said.
"It is not just a matter of we like shooting or we don't like shooting.
"The ISSF needs to engage with us.

"We are committed to engaging shooting, as well as India."

Related stories

e September 2019: Birmingham 2022 given multi-million pound cash boost by UK
Government
September 2019: CGF President to lead India visit and dissuade Birmingham
2022 boycott threat
August 2019: British Shooting to explore hosting Commonwealth
Championships in 2022 following Birmingham exclusion
August 2019: Birmingham 2022 "very hopeful" Indian boycott of Commonwealth
Games can be avoided
August 2019: Australia should boycott Birmingham 2022 if shooting not added to
programme, claims union
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