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Re-introduction of Shooting Sports in Birmingham 2022 
  

As you have no doubt been made aware, on the 21st of June this 
year; the Executive Board of the Commonwealth Games 
Federation, at its meeting in London, took the unfortunate and 
regrettable step of deciding to recommend to the General 
Assembly, the acceptance of the recommendations made by the 
panel appointed to finalise the exclusion or re-inclusion of any 
sport; to exclude the sport of Olympic shooting. They have 
recommended in turn to include the sports of Beach Volleyball, 
Women’s Cricket and Para Table Tennis. 

This decision is in my humble opinion a retrograde step for India 
as a nation and our Sub Continent in general. However, to take 
any view at all is the domain of the IOA and the Ministry of 
Sports. During the course of the perusal of this paper, we shall 
demonstrate exactly how this is a retrograde  decision for us and 
our neighbours on the Indian Subcontinent.  

Before we proceed any further it is important that we lay out all 
the important personalities and organisations involved in the 
decision making process of including or excluding any sport. 

Briefly, the following organisations and personalities listed below 
are the empowered organisations and personalities that oversee 
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such affairs in the domain of the Common Wealth Games (CWG) 
in context to its Birmingham edition of 2022. 

Games Organisation 

A) Head of The Common Wealth 
 i) His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales 

B) Games Organisation  
 i) The Common Wealth Games Federation (CGF) 
  a) President - Dame Louise Martin DBE 
  b) CEO of CGF - Mr. Richard Graham 

 ii) Common wealth games England (CGE) 
  a) Chairman - Mr. Ian Metcalfe 

 iii) Birmingham City Council 
  a) Councillor Ian Ward 

 iv) Mayor of The West Midlands 
  a) Mr. Andy Street (CBE) 

 v) Birmingham 2020 CWG Organising Committee 
  a) Chairman - Mr. John Crabtree 
  b) Chief Executive Officer - Mr. Ian Reid 

 vi) Mayor of the West Midlands 
  a) Mr. Andy Street (CBE) 
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 vii) Birmingham 2022 CWG Organising Committee 
      a) Chairman - Mr. John Crabtree 
      b) Chief Executive Officer - Mr. Ian Reid 

C)  Government Ministers & Parliament 
 1) Secretory of State for Digital, Culture, Media and   
  Sports                  
  a) Rt Hon Matt Hancock MP (prior to a subsequent  
      reshuffle) 

 2) Secretory of State for Digital, Culture, Media and   
  Sport (prior to a subsequent reshuffle)  
  a)Rt Hon Jeremy Wright QC MP 

 3) Minister for sport and civil society -  
  a) Rt Hon Tracey Crouch MP (prior to a subsequent  
      reshuffle) 

 4) The West Midland all Party Parliamentary Group  

D) Friends of Olympic Shooting 
 1) Lord Karan Bilimoria DL MP (House of Lords) 
 2) Rt Hon Alister Jack DL MP (House of Commons) 
 3) Lord Collin Moynihan (House of Lords) 
 4) Lord Sebastian Coe (House of Lords) 
 5) Rt Hon Andrew Mitchell MP (House of Commons) 
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E) International Shooting Sports Federation 
 1)  Previous President ISSF (Ex)- Señor Olegario Vazquez 
  Rana 
 2)  Previous Secretary General (Ex) - Herr Franz   
  Schreiber 
 3)  President ISSF - Mr. Vladimir Lisin 
 4)  Secretary General ISSF - Mr. Alexander Ratner 
 5)  Bid Manager for the re-inclusion of Birmingham -   
  Peter Underhill 
 6)  All ISSF member federations who are part of the   
  Common Wealth. 
  
F)  Common Wealth Shooting Federation (CSF) 

As a first point, the NRAI naturally sought assistance from the 
Ministry of Sports & Youth Affairs. Our Government, under the 
then Minister of Sports (Independent Charge) Col. RVS. Rathore, 
requested our Prime Minister, Shri. Narendra Modi ji to take up 
this matter in all urgency with his UK counterpart, Mrs. Theresa 
May Prime Minister of the UK & Northern Ireland. Our Prime 
Minister did do so during Bilateral discussions upon his visit to 
London and the British PM did agree to look into the matter. 

At the same time, the matter was also taken up by us with the 
IOA, seeking their good offices to work on reversing this issue. 
They in turn did take up the matter with the CGF. 
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Prior to laying out in detail, through this paper, the efforts 
undertaken by the NRAI along side those organisation listed in “E 
& F” above, to seek redressal for the reintroduction of shooting at 
the Birmingham games 2022; it is necessary for us to substantiate 
our statement in the opening paras of this paper on how this is a 
damaging and retrograde decision for our country as a 
commonwealth nation and also for our neighbours on the Indian 
subcontinent.  

To establish this in clear terms, you will find appended (app.#1), 
detailed published historical data for 3 different time periods for 
the 38 CW nations that competed in the shooting sports events in 
2018, as well as those that did not in the format below: 

Period Snapshot 1 
From the commencement of the CWG in 1966 held at Kingston 
upto and including the 2018 CWG held at the Gold Coast (a 
period of 52 years - the long term view - app.#1, Page - 17).  

Period Snapshot 2 
Encompassing the last 3 CWG from commencing with New Delhi 
2010, incorporating Glasgow 2014 and including the CWG 
conducted at the Gold Coast 2018 (the medium term view - a 
period of 12 year (app.#1, Page - 17). 

Period Snapshot 3 
Period 3 at the last CWG held at the Gold Coast in 2018 (A 
period of one year - Short term view. (app.#1, Page - 17). 
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Period Snapshot 1 - The long term view (1966-2018) 
  
Appended to this document (app.#1) is a detailed table depicting 
the 38 nations that competed in the shooting events at the 2018 
Gold Cost Commonwealth Games where the following is 
established:- 

1. Historical ranking of the 38 nations, that competed in shooting 
at the 2018 CWG broken up by medal type for 3 subsections, 
namely Total medals won as a nations at the Commonwealth 
Games for this period, Total number of shooting medals won in 
the Commonwealth Games of this period and the residual 
number of medals won as a nation in all other sports sans 
shooting. This data is accessible by reference to (app.#1, Pages - 
1to 4 & 6). 

2. You will also find within this table ranking as per Olympic 
protocol that has been ascribed individually to all 3 of these 
subsection (app.#1, Page-5). This table also highlights the ranking 
per nation achieved in all three subsections and the residual 
effect of shooting being removed. In such a case the ranking 
ascribed to the column “All Other Sports” shall constitute the end 
Games Ranking per nation, as it is sans the sport of shooting. 
In addition, a similar Non-Olympic ranking based merely on the 
total number of medals won in each subsection is also depicted.  
Finally this table shows how the removal of shooting has effected, 
for this period each nations ranking by both aforementioned 
ranking methodologies adopted. 
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3. You shall also find appended to this document a table showing 
the impact of shooting sports omission from the sports program 
of the Commonwealth Games in Birmingham 2022 on the nations 
of the Indian subcontinent (app.#1, Page-16).  

This table establishes that other than Pakistan (as it has never yet 
won a medal in shooting), severe consequences are apparent of 
the remaining 3 nations of the sub continent.  

The measure as to what extent the actual achieved total shall be 
effected is alarming. In all the snapshot period that this table 
covers, the biggest loser is Bangladesh. Unfortunately to them the 
impact for each of these 3 Snapshot period is 100%. This means 
that sans shooting 100% of Bangladesh’s medal tally is lost. 

India suffers in a significant manner as well. India stands to lose 
between 24% & 27% of the medals it would otherwise win. Sri 
Lanka is also adversely impacted in long term views period by 
loosing 15% of its medals won to date.  In terms of the impact to 
India on its ranking by Olympic Protocol (OP) India loses 2 
positions in the long term view, 1 position in the Medium term 
view, and barely retains its ranking with the Gold Coast as the 
reference games.  

Bangladesh, on the other hand has be uprooted. As a 
consequence of omitting shooting in every time phase it 
substantially loses out in terms of booth Olympic Protocol 
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Ranking & Non Olympic ranking methodologies. Where this 
hapless nation shall lose upto 14 ranking positions (per OP). 

4. On the (app.#1, Page -17), you shall also find a similar table 
depicting the impact of the same on all tier 1 (Top 7 medal 
winning countries) sporting nations. 

What is apparent is that not a single so called tier one sporting 
nation, in which we include Australia, England, Canada, New 
Zealand, Scotland, Wales and South Africa, (India too is a tier 
one medal wining nation, Only India is affected adversely in 
terms of its national ranking as a consequence of shooting being 
dropped from the Commonwealth Games program. Indeed, one 
nation actually gains! Whilst the ranking of other nations remains 
constant, the ranking of New Zealand actually improves. India is 
the sole tier one nation whose ranking gets affected by 2 slots for 
this period (app.#1, Page - 16&17).  

Period Snapshot 2 - The Medium Term View 

A similar set of table is appended as app.#1, Pages 8 to11. Where 
pages 8, 9 and 10 show games table and the OP ranking derived 
thereof - covering a period constituting 3 editions of the games 
and a time frame of 12 year. Tables 1,2 and 3 depict the total 
number of medals won in Delhi, Glasgow and Gold Coast. Then 
on page number 11, where for the period 2010 to 2018, ranking 
has been ascribed to each nation by both methodologies Olympic 
Protocol and on the basis of number of medals won. As you will 
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observe that in the sports of shooting, India is ranked No 1 in 
both however India is ranked 4th in the games inclusive of 
shooting.  

The last 2 columns of this table depict the changed fortunes of 
each nation when shooting is removed from the equation and is 
made available to encompass 3 editions of Commonwealth 
Games where once again Australia and England remain 
unaffected of any rank change; Canada, South Africa and 
Scotland gain one slot in terms of ranking, India and New 
Zealand both lose one slot in ranking and Wales the sole nation 
herein under-scribed, that loses five ranks as a nation. As a 
consequence of this decision, fortune seems to favour those 
nations that have not won any shooting medals in this period.  

From the prospective of the Indian sub continent, India, 
Bangladesh and Sri Lank tend to lose in the ranking per Olympic 
protocol. India loses 1 rank, Sri Lanka 2 and Bangladesh loses 9. 
Pakistan over a 3 game period of 12 years, not having one a 
single shooting medal, at a total of 14 medals in other sports, 
gains 6 ranks. 

You will further find appended as app.#1, Page13,14,&15 
covering the period from 2010 to 2018, the games medal board 
for the shooting event only which shows the reduction of medals 
in the offing from 102 in 2010 to 57 for both 2014 and 2018. 
Similarly the total number of events conducted decreases sharply 
from 34 in 2010 to 19 events in to 2014 and 2018. On app.#1, 
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Page -15, you’ll find a table depicting the total number of events 
conducted and corresponding medals available for all 3 games 
covered under this period. In this period the number of events 
has been decreased by 15 events and the number of medals by 
45.  

The significance of this is felt most by India as in this period of 
both methodologies of ranking applied, India is ranked number 1. 
The fewer the events conducted and the corresponding medals in 
the offing, the acuter the loss to the number one nation which 
comes as no surprise is India. Therefore this is another indirect 
curb on the capability of our nation maximising its entry of 
athletes and medals in the offing. (app.#1, Pages 13,14 &15). 

Inexplicably, a nation such as Nauru (NRU), which has only won 
4 medals of which non are in shooting as a cumulative total of 
these 3 games gets a jump of 6 slots in the ranking. Similar 
examples are visible for Ghana - total 7 medals, Seychelles total 2 
medals, Cameroon total 16 medals, Pakistan which improves its 
ranking position by 6 slots where it merely has 14 medal as a 
cumulative of these 3 games and has 0 in shooting. Small nations 
such as Bermuda, British Virgin islands, Guayana, St Lucia bear 
the brunt of loosing between 6 and 4 ranks as does Bangladesh 
which loses 9 ranking slots, Sri Lanka and Uganda suffer the most 
losing 11 slots with 2 medals with none in shooting (app.#1, Page 
- 12). 
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Unfortunately the worst affected, which drops 9 slots as a 
consequence of this decision is Bangladesh. Bangladesh won a 
100% of its medals in the sport of shooting and in nothing else 
over these 3 games, therefore with the removal of shooting it is 
left with a sum total of 0 medals and the ignominy for no fault of 
its own being ranked last in the brotherhood of CW nations 
(app.#1, Page -1).  

Period Snapshot 3 - Short Term View 

In this single game snapshot of the Commonwealth Games held 
at the Gold Coast 2018 (app.#1, Page - 7&12). 

Prior to presenting the narrative for this one game period of 2018 
at the Gold Cost it is necessary to first draw your attention to 
app.#1, Page-7. The table on this page depicts the 23 sports 
conducted at the Gold Cost. it further depicts the number and 
corresponding percentage of all competing nations having 
competed in the individual sports listed, in this chart shooting as 
a sport is depicted at serial number 4 of the total number of 23 
sports conducted at the Gold Coast.  

The highest is the sport of athletics where 68 countries that 
participated in the games participated in the sport of athletics. In 
Percentage terms, 96% of all the nations competing in the 
commonwealth games at the Gold Coast in the games 
participated in the sports of athletics. In terms of shooting the 
sport is ranked 4 with 38 countries participating with a 
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corresponding percentage of 54% of all the nation present and 
competing in the commonwealth games. 

The CGF has announced that with the omission of shooting and 
other sports from Birmingham 2022 the 3 sports being inducted 
in lieu of us are Para Table Tennis, Beach Volleyball and 
Woman’s Cricket. 

In this chart at position 5 is listed non Para TT which is 5% less 
popular than shooting. Since the main federation sport is below 
shooting it is logical to assume and state that the Para version of 
TT will find even lesser representation and thus will be even 
lower.  

Similarly beach volleyball is ranked number 15 with only 16 
countries participating in the sport. 16 countries with a 
corresponding percentage of 23% participating in this sport. It is 
pertinent to note that this sport is 31% less popular than 
shooting.  

Finally woman’s cricket. At the last ICC woman’s World Cup a 
total of 14 countries participated of which 12 nations fall within 
the Commonwealth, therefore it is logical to assume that they will 
enter this chart at the same level as Netball which also had 12 
countries that took part in it, this is a massive 37% less popular 
that shooting. 
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app.#1, Page -12, you will find a table giving you the full analysis 
for this period converting the  editions of the games between 
2010 and 2018. 

It is clearly established by us, that how this decision of 
eliminating shooting sports is retrograde for our nation and 
additionally for those small brother and sister commonwealth 
nations that in some cases have only won medals in shooting as 
indeed, some only compete in shooting due to the small 
population sizes. 

Having established the affects and the reasons ascribed to this 
retrograde decision to omit shooting from the Birmingham sports 
program what did we do? - one is entitled to ask the question, 
given the affects - what efforts did we make and what did we do 
to try and remedy these ill effects? 

Page �  of �13 38



51-B INSTITUTIONAL AREA TUGHLAKABAD NEW DELHI 110062 TELEPHONE +911129964091/2/3 EMAIL 

INDIASHOOTING@GMAIL.COM WEBSITE WWW.THENRAI. IN

FROM THE DESK OF 

RANINDER SINGH 
	 	 	 	 	 	    President, NRAI

Actions Taken to Remedy the Birmingham Commonwealth 
Games Issue 

A) Debate in House of Commons 

Along side “Friends of International Shooting” (as listed under 
point D above) & “International Shooting Sports Federation” (as 
listed under point E above) as a starting point; we organised 
debates with the motion that, “shooting should be reincluded in 
the Commonwealth Games of 2022 in Birmingham” in both, at 
the House of Commons and in the House of Lords.  

This debate was led by the Rt Hon Alistar Jack DL MP and was 
supported by MP’s representing every single major political 
faction/political party int he House of Commons. It was debated 
in the appropriate committee room - your pursuance of the 
following link shall allow you to view the entire proceedings. 

https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/4a51d891-74cd-4dc4-
be5f-842610aeb2c1?in=10:58:59&out=11:23:00 

In this debate the government was represented by the Rt Hon 
Mrs Tracey Crouch, minister of sports and civil society who  
responded to a spirited opening and representation by the Rt Hon 
Alister Jack DL MP (the Hansard / text of his speech is also 
enclosed for your perusal in app. #2). In this debate, Mr Alister 
Jack expressed his concern with regards to shooting not being 
included in the 2022 Commonwealth Games. He pointed out that 
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by not adding shooting in the Commonwealth Games, 57 medal 
opportunities would be taken away from the games. 

On behalf of the government in committee, the honourable 
minister declared that, “the government supports the notion of 
shooting being included” and vowed that they would, “work with 
partners to overcome logistical challenges if required” this on the 
face of it, seems to be conformation of the governments intent to 
welcome any approach by the CGF / CWE / OC of the 
Birmingham Games both in spirit and in deed naturally with any 
additional requisite funding that may be required.  

B) Debate in the House of Lords 
Lord Karan Bilimoria also spoke in the House of Lords, during a 
debate on the introduction at a bill titled, “The Dangerous 
Weapons Bill” where this matter was again agitated and the then 
Secretary of State for Home; on behalf of the treasurer bench 
said that she was aware and supportive of his lordships motion 
(app#2).  

h t t p s : / / p a r l i am e n t l i v e . t v / e v e n t / i n d e x / 1 6 4 6 d 7 f 6 -
f1db-4232-9a04-43721e74429e?in=16:57:37 

C) The introduction in the House of Lords by the Government - 
Birmingham Commonwealth Games Bill, 25th June 2019 - 
Hansard appended 
The bill was moved for its second reading by the Parliamentary 
under Secretary of State department of digital, Cultural, Media 
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and Sports; Lord Ashton of Hyde. during the proceedings the 
Hansard of debate enclosed as app.#, Lord Colin Moynihan in his 
address specifically on page number 19 of the Hansard, Para 4, 
states to quote  

“Their (issf) ability to identify financial support to the value of 
£800,000 left little financial contribution necessary for the games 
committee. While I’m very supportive of the decision to include 
women’s cricket, beach Volley Ball and Para Table Tennis, I hope 
as a strong support of shooting, my noble friend the minister will 
give us his views on not including shooting in the sports 
program”. 

D)Contacting and communicating with all concerned 
organisations and personalities in “B&C” along side personalities 
listed in “E&F” 

On our behalf, Lord Karan Bilimoria communicated extensively 
and in detail both in letter as well as in person with all the 
personalities listed in “B&C” above - correspondence of which is 
appended app.# 3. 

A Perusal of this correspondence along with a reading of the 
minutes of the meeting on the 12th of February 2019, titled 
“West Midlands all Party Parliamentary Group Birmingham 2022 
Commonwealth Games” (app.#4) establishes an interesting 
observation. To understand this clearly we must approach the 
issue thrown up chronologically. 
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You’re aware that the ISSF despite not in anyway being affiliated 
to the CGF merely for the interest and promoting shooting as a 
sport, impleaded itself with both, the relevant government 
ministers in the UK, as well as and equally importantly with the 
CGF  through its president Dame Louise Martin DBE 

I)  A Letter to this affect (August 2018) from the then President of 
the then ISSF, Señor Oligario Vazquez Rana and then ISSF 
Secretary General, Herr Franz Schreiber was written to Rt Hon 
Jeremy Wright QC MP who was the then incumbent Secretary of 
State for Digital Culture, Media and Sports, is appended as app.# 
5. 

II)  Subsequently on December the 4th, 2018 Mr Peter Underhill 
(ISSF) in the presence of the newly elected President of the ISSF 
Mr Vladimir Lisin and the newly elected Secretary General Mr 
Alexander Ratner made a presentation to the review committee 
appointed by the CGF and the OC seeking the re-inclusion of 
shooting in the sports program for Birmingham. 

In this presentation £740,000 pounds worth of endowment were 
offered so that the proposed venue of Bisley could be brought to 
a fine tuned optimum as a venue, should the committee 
recommend the venue for the inclusion of shooting sports in the 
sports program of Birmingham.  
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Additionally, on query by the committee to the president of the 
ISSF on the matter of costs to be incurred on officials that will be 
required to conduct the games in the eventuality if shooting were 
to be included in the program, the ISSF through its president Mr 
Vladimir Lisin, pledged to provide an additional amount of 
£40,000 pounds to cover these costs as well.  

To our limited knowledge, this is in it self unprecedented as 
usually it is for the OC of the games to undertake such necessary 
expenses. The presentation is appended as app. # 6. 

III) A letter (June 2019) by President ISSF Mr. Vladimir Lisin and 
Secretary General Mr. Alexander Ratner to the President CGF 
Dame Louise Martin further extending assistance to CGF for 
Birmingham 2022 appended in app.#7. 

Now, what is the interesting observation mentioned above? 

The ISSF presentation was made on the 4th of December 2018. 
The mandate of the committee to which this presentation was 
made, is to present its findings through the executive of the CGF 
for the acceptance, of these recommendations, first by the 
Executive Board of the CGF, and thereon for approval of these 
recommendations by the General House of the CGF which is to 
be held later this year in Rwanda.  

Therefore the findings of this committee were first made public 
within the CGF on the 21st of June 2019, however surprisingly in 
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the minutes of the meeting of the “West Midlands All Party 
Parliamentary Group” monitoring the Birmingham 2022 games, 
as early as 12th February 2019 - a full 4 months before the 
empowered committee submits its recommendation to the 
Executive Board of  the CGF, (the minutes of the APPG appended 
as app.#4) upon the raising by Lord Bilimoria of India seeking the 
re-induction of shooting in the Birmingham games and similarly 
the raising by Rt Hon Andrew Mitchell MP seeking the induction 
of shooting in the sports program of 2022.  

Mr Ian Reid (CEO of the Birmingham OC) states that, this has 
been considered but was unlikely to feature, thereby stating that, 
he is aware of an agenda that his Executive Board is not -this is a 
matter of record.  

Further, following this meeting on the 12th of February 2019, in a 
bizarre contradiction of his recoded comment in the minutes of 
the APPG he writes to Lord Bilimoria on the 22nd of February, 
where he first establishes his lordships interest in shooting and 
the additional sports review and costing and then thereon 
suggests, that no final decision has been taken and in affect a 
proposal has not even been formulated to that date.  

To quote;  
“Originally games partners had planned to submit any 
recommendations to the Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF) 
for their consideration in March, however, to ensure that the 
process is as comprehensive as possible, we now expect to 
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submit any proposals to the CGF by the end of May. We would 
expect any final decision to be made by the CGF shortly after this 
submission”. 

Therefore Mr Reid, is on record to suggest to his lordship 
espousing his ignorance and knowledge of any likely outcome on 
that date in reference to shootings possible reintroduction.  

Clearly even if one were to believe that the chronological 
statements on record reproduced above are a mere coincidence 
and with no intention of questioning the authority or credentials 
of anyone involved in this exchange of statements, or if such 
contradictory statements to MP’s in this group constitutes a 
breach of that MP’s privilege as a member of the house; the 
undeniable fact that is clearly established is that, not only is there 
more that meets the eye here, (as the same person and high 
functionary of the OC has made, two irrefutably contradictory 
statements as to his knowledge on the fate of shootings 
reintroduction or otherwise in the Birmingham 2022 at the 
Commonwealth Games); it irrefutably establishes the 
premeditated existence of closed minds with regard to the 
possible re-introduction of shooting at the sports program at 
Birmingham 2022. 

This disappointing reality, virtually means, that the entire 
reassessment exercise is therefore questionable in its objectivity if 
nothing else. All available correspondence is appended as app.#3 
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III) Therefore, without delving further into this mass of 
correspondence that is appended herein and remains the source 
of finding for the previous section of this paper, in our humble 
opinion there is an even more cogent and underlying reason 
where the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports Government of 
India, The Ministry of External Affairs and PMO can truly assist 
the sport.  

While sporting organisations have sports to focus on; clearly 
HMG looks at the Commonwealth Games in additional ways not 
merely as a multi sports event as i now humbly opine.  

Whilst it may be presumptive of me to suggest, it is my opinion 
that in conceiving the games, the then ‘powers that be’ would 
have observed that in the very thought of organising an event 
such as the Commonwealth Games as a multi sport event, a non- 
political public forum would present its self through which the 
Monarch & their successors would continue to exercise a warm & 
paternal relationship with their erstwhile colonial dominions. In 
doing so, this relationship would provide HM’s Government an 
appropriate & unimpeachable platform through which it would 
continue to have a very visible relationship with nations which it 
once governed and now assists. 

In equal measure, such a platform would also make such a 
relationship reciprocally acceptable for the then newly sovereign 
nations comprising the Commonwealth, as anti colonial political 
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sloganeering by both domestic & international fora, would find it 
difficult to oppose the relationship under the umbrella of sport.  

It would be logical to state that the unimpeachable nature of this 
platform only exists if without exception a common platform is 
provided to the Ambassadors (athletes & Officials) of all 
competing Commonwealth nations & through them, the mass 
populations of their respective nations; where equal opportunity 
is guaranteed in two forms. The first naturally in ensuring an 
impartial & fair conduct of the games, but perhaps even more 
importantly, providing an equalitarianism to nations competing as 
a whole.  

By this one means the establishment of the principal of equal 
opportunity being the linchpin of their continued participation in 
numbers & the requisite spirit where all competing nations 
believe that they too have a chance of winning the games no 
matter how small, thus establishing the inclusiveness sought at 
the inception of the games & in so doing establishing the pillar & 
principle on which these magnificent games rest. 

If this belief no longer exists amongst competing nations, then in 
large measure the inclusive spirit & the platform of equal 
opportunity is torn to shreds thereby defeating the very thought 
behind the Sovereign conceiving the Games at their inception. I 
humbly suggest that the removal of shooting as a sport from the 
Commonwealth Games does precisely that.  
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To illustrate this point, please do consider that a majority at the 
Indian Subcontinent comprising of over 1.76 billion members of 
the commonwealth would in essence be excluded and denied the 
opportunity to aspire to win or attain equality with other 
competing nations of the Commonwealth in terms of ranking on 
the medal board (app.#1, Page-16). 

Bangladesh (Population 168 mill ion) would in these 
circumstances lose all of its medals (100%), India (Population 
1.37 billion) would loses 24% of its total medal tally as does Sri 
Lanka which stands to lose 15% of its medal tally. This clearly 
would be a retrograde step for their sporting & national prestige. 
Whilst this is plain to see, the inequality is somewhat more hazy 
but visible to the eye.  

As we have all no doubt noticed, the citizens of the Indian Sub 
Continent, as a general rule, are not suited to many sports such 
as swimming & other power sports that require prolonged 
physical power outlay (there are of course exceptions to this 
observation), while, nations such as those from the Oceana 
region & Britain, are more adept to brilliance in sports such as 
swimming and other such sustained power output sports. 
Irrefutably our athletes have consistently shown much greater 
brilliance in hand-eye coordination sports such as shooting. 

Historical data appended, confirms that in SnapShot 1 covering a 
period from 1966 to 2018, over a period of 52 years (long term 
view), India is ranked No 2 in the sport of shooting. Similarly in 
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SnapShot 2, covering the period of 2010 to 2018 a span of 12 
years (medium term view) in the sport of shooting India is ranked 
No1. In the 3rd snap shot (Shot term view- 2018 Commonwealth 
Games only) a period of one year- once again in the sport of 
shooting India is ranked 1(app.#1, Page -12). 

This data reinforces that by excluding shooting as a sport, the 
inclusive spirit mentioned above is conveniently converted to an 
exclusionist spirt. It begs the question that why is the only sport 
where any other nation other than England, Australia, New 
Zealand, Wales and Scotland are not the leaders, is being deleted 
from the whole games? 
If you were to examine the loss of medals to Australia, Canada, 
England & New Zealand and South Africa (all considered tier one 
Common Wealth sporting nations) as a consequence of shooting 
being dropped, the percentage of loss is minute, but for the 
nations of India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, the loss is 
devastating in its percentile impact. 

Here I should like to highlight, that in no way does this suggest 
that there is any acceptance from our shooting family in these 
and similar nations to be denied the opportunity to win medals  
at the Commonwealth Games in our sport; nor indeed can one 
assume or observe anything except the steadfast & absolute 
support in equal measure from all these & other commonwealth 
shooting nations to ensure the continuance of our sport at 
Birmingham in 2022. 
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This then clearly begs the question, that would not the exclusion 
of shooting be in contradiction of the very sprit that the 
Commonwealth Games rests upon? 

Finally, does not this deny commonwealth citizens an equal 
platform both as athletes and more importantly as 
commonwealth nations when compared with the tier one 
Common Wealth sporting nations? 

I think this is what any self-esteeming nation must mull over in 
its mind. National pride is equally important as is the Olympic 
Spirit and sportsmanship, but alas it takes two to tango.   

Finally, when all other efforts and avenues had been exhausted, a 
few days prior to the CGF Executive Board meeting in June of 
this year, and as a last resort; I took the liberty of writing to HRH 
the Prince of Wales, who is the Head of the Commonwealth. In 
doing so we have sought His Royal Highness’s intervention to 
correct this anomaly.  

Though the Head Of The Commonwealth rarely exercises his 
overriding powers by intervening; this last appeal to HRH does 
still remain open and current (Publication withheld as the matter 
is current & protocol prohibits it). 

Briefly its worth examining the reasons forwarded to justify the 
exclusion of shooting form the sporting program at Birmingham 
2022 as under:- 
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The two reasons forwarded by the Birmingham review panel, on 
the basis of which, the review panel has recommended the 
exclusion from the Birmingham 2022 CWG are as follows 

A) The suggestion that providing security at the suggested 
venue (Bisley Shooting range) is too high. 

B) Since the Bisley shooting rage is 130 kms from the games 
village in Birmingham, A satellite village near Bisley shall have to 
be provided. The cost of doing so is too high.  

C)  Since then, we have also viewed the CEO of the  OC, Mr. 
Ian Reid, suggesting since geographically Birmingham falls within 
the region referred to as the MidLands of England, it is naturally 
the priority for all stake holders organising these games to insure 
that any capital investment or cost outlay should on a priority be 
made within the Midland regions and not outside. Bisley at a 
distance of 130 kms from the city of Birmingham is considered to 
be outside the Midlands region (app#8, Page7)  

I should now like to humbly present our opinion on these 3 
axioms of this retrograde decision. 

1) Cost of Security 

Bisley is a running shooting facility and is a British army 
encampment, as such it would be logical to assume that unlike a 
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green field venue, for a sport such women’s cricket, that has 
been included a certain basis and cogent amount of effective 
security and control should already be present. Therefore, it is 
difficult to understand how securing Bisley will cost more than a 
cricket field that has no security cover as of now.  

Further, Bisley was the range used to conduct our shooting sports 
events during the 2002 Manchester edition of the CWG. It is to 
be  assumed that the organising committee of that time also 
provided adequate security cover at this site if that is the case 
then, it is difficult to understand how it cannot be done cost 
effectively now? If the suggestion is made to the contrary then it 
begs the question “were the athletes of 2002 less human of those 
that represent the CWG nations today?”  

Secondly, as far as the field of play is concerned, at the behest of 
CWG nations that are members of the ISSF “bearing in mind that 
the ISSF is not affiliated or connected with the CWGF a 
presentation was made by the very able Mr Peter Underhill to the 
review committee on the 4th of December. Through this (PPT 
enclosed as app#6) and in the presence of the president Mr 
Vladimir Lisin and the Secretary General Mr Alexander Ratner, 
the ISSF very generously offered to completely finance at an 
estimated £780000 (including £40,000 to cover the cost of the 
officials that the OC would depute to conduct these games) the 
refurbishment of all equipment necessary to bring Bisley to a 
finely tuned mark for the conduct of the shooting events.  
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No further investment is warranted on the range as all the 
infrastructure required to conduct the games is existent since 
2002 Manchester CWG were conducted on this very range.  
  
2) Proximity to the Venue  

The second issue stated, that since Bisley is at a distance of 
130kms from Birmingham, such a distance necessitates the 
requirements of a satellite village to be created to house the 
requisite athletes and official nearby Bisley itself. This is an 
additional cost to the OC that it may not be able to burden.  
When one observes, that the OC shall be transporting cycling 
athletes to the London Velodrome and also for all equestrian 
events on a daily basis. Bisley is much closer to Birmingham than 
London. 

Strangely the same standard and yardstick of finding a 
requirement for a satellite village for the cycling and equestrian 
athletes and official does not find mention, yet for shooting it 
does? 

Shooting as a sport is quite adept to two hours there and back. 
This happens in some ISSF World Cups and The Asian Games 
quite regularly as given the use of firearms different nations have 
different predesignated areas where ranges are situated, mostly in 
the countryside on a stand alone basis hence long bus rides are 
not new to us. 
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Ironically, I make reference in this paper of a letter date the 4th 
of July 2018 written by the Rt Hon Matt Hancock MP, the then 
Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (the 
equivalent of a full cabinet minister of sports in India) where he 
in his address to lord Karan Bilimoria DL MP in which he states 
to quote,  

“the minister for sport and civil society Tracey Crouch MP, and I 
have discussed this issue at length and agree that all should be 
done to insure that shooting is added to the games program in 
2022. I have therefore directed officials from the department of 
digital, culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) to work with the games 
partners to find a solution which will see shooting being included 
in the games sports program”. 

he ends his letter as follows,  

“please do rest assured that we shall explore all opportunities and 
that I shall make every effort to convince our games partners in 
the 2022 games. In line with Andrew Jack MP’s suggestion, I 
have instructed my officials to ascertain the full cost associated 
with using Bisley to stage the sport. I am hopeful that a feasible 
cost affective solitons may be identified - which works for all 
parties involved and, in particular, for athletes. 

I would like to thank you for your support in this matter- it 
echoes the feeling of many across both the sporting and political 
spectrum and is very much appreciated.” 
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The above narration seems to suggest that if the games partners 
so wished, the friendly hand of the central government along 
with its coffers would be made available to meet any exigencies 
that they raised as a reason for dropping shooting rather than 
including it where such a constructive and positive hand of 
friendship from the head of the nodal department of the central 
government, which is covering 75% of the total cost of the games 
cannot have been more embracing for shooting exclusion rather 
than its exclusion.  

Unfortunately, however, quite correctly, DCMS on its own cannot 
and must not encroach on autonomous domain of CWGF/CWE, 
and the OC to insist on any sports inclusion. It is therefore the 
domain of the autonomous bodies to propose and DCMS to 
except, however far from proposing, as this paper shall seek to 
illustrate, closed minds have prevailed. 

3) Issue of Investments to be Made Outside the Midlands 

This last reason forwarded by Mr. Ian Reid, CEO of the 
Birmingham Organising Committee is a new dimension that has 
subsequently been brought forward to this vexed argument. 
Firstly, not being a citizen of the West Midlands or the Midlands 
in general, I must begin by rendering my deference to the CEO 
when he speaks of benefit accruing to the region. Rightly so, host 
nations must see to it that due Beirut in terms of legacy accrues 
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to its subjects as a consequence of such a magnificent multi sport 
games such as the CWG. 

Birmingham is the host city, and not the host nation.  

It is the Host nation of England, & Her Majesties Government in 
London, the central government of the UK, which is providing 
75% of the funding required to cover the cost of the games.  

Memory recalls that the Manchester edition of the games in 
2002, chose to host the Shooting events at Bisley, yet Manchester 
belongs to a region referred to as North West, in the County Of 
Greater Manchester (as Birmingham is synonymous with the West 
Midlands). Bisley is on the other hand synonymous with a region 
known as the South East in the County of Surrey.  

Neither of the two host cities of Manchester or Birmingham find 
Bisley to have their regional acronyms ascribed to them, yet 
Manchester chose Bisley despite this reason & according to Mr. 
Reid, Birmingham has chosen to undertake the opposite. Both are 
part of the same host nation England. 

In terms of investments referred to by my honourable friend, we 
are a little confused, and here is why: 

(A). The field of play investment along with the costs of officials, 
has been offered by the ISSF, the civil works already exist and 
require little investment other than cosmetic improvements if 
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any. So the investment is he referring to cannot be for the field of 
play or the sports conduct?.  

(B). Once again if we assume he is talking of a possible sattalite 
village being required, (we have argued that it really isn’t 
required) then such an investment must also be considered for 
the cycling & equestrian event venues in London. I wonder how 
any such investment made in London would satisfy the 
observation of ‘little benefit accruing to the West Midlands that 
has been ascribed negatively for such an investment being 
undertaken in Bisley? 

Finally, one must observe that the games are hosted for all the 
Commonwealth nations, where all must feel equally the 
possibility of winning exists in equal measure for all of them. 
Removing shooting because of the West Midlands not benefiting 
from this unquantifiable investment even if quantified,  cannot 
overtake the import of this basic principle, for if it does, then any 
such OC, host city, or host nation effectively negates the very 
essence of the foundation that the CWG is based upon. 

Her Majesty The Queen, in her 1970 Christmas Broadcast in 
reference to the Commonwealth said “Never before has there 
been a group of independent nations linked in this way by their 
common history and continuing affection”. 

Clearly, this clarion observation by Her Majesty encompasses the 
same spirit for the Games that find root in the Commonwealth 
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movement its self. Therefore to belittle the aspirations of such a 
large sporting populous being effected by the exclusion of 
shooting; where the “West Midlands not gaining much by 
investing in Bisley” is to say the least, inconsistent from the 
aspect of the host nations view (Manchester 2002 chose 
otherwise); and narrow minded in context of viewing the member 
nations, their aspirations, and continuing affection for each other 
as her Majesty has so warmly and graciously observed as far 
back as 1970. 

This argument is therefore quite inept and uncalled for in this 
manner or in this context. 
Now let us also examine the 3 sports that we are being replaced 
with. Append to this document you shall find a historical record 
for all 3 snap shot periods. Also appended to this document you 
shall find (app.#1, Page -7). A table that focuses on the 
participation by sport of all competing nations for the last edition 
of the Commonwealth Games at the Gold Coast. 

Highlighted in blue, you shall find that the sport of shooting is 
ranked at position No. 4, table tennis is ranked at position No.5, 
and Beach Volley at No 15. I bring to your notice that the three 
sports at the CGF is seeking to bring into the sports program in 
lieu of shooting are as follows: 

A) Para TT 
A table in appended The main (Non Para) TT event where 49% of 
the countries participating in the sport is 5% below shooting 
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hence surely the  Para version of TT cannot exceed the position 
of the non para version of TT, thus hence will certainly be lower 
that shooting (app.#1, Page - 7). 

B) Women’s cricket  
There are a total number of 14 cricketing nations that competed 
in the 2017 ICC woman’s world Cup. Of these only 12 nations 
fall within the preview of the common wealth. Thus assuming 
that all 12 compete and we plot this against the chart mentioned 
above of all the competing nations. They find entry at rank 
number 19, a massive 37% below shooting. A further point to be 
noted is that only 3 out of the maximum of 12 nations can win a 
medal and that too only 1 medal can be secured per one nation. 

C) Beach Volleyball  
Beach Volley ball is listed at rank 15 with a mere 23% of all 
competing nations. This is a staggering 31% below that of 
shooting (app.#1, Page - 7). 

Finally you shall find a data sheet appended (app.#1, Page - 6) 
showing the top 10 medal winning nations from 1966 (Kingston) 
upto and inclusive of 2018 (Gold Coast). 

A quick perusal of the table (app#1, Page-12) shows that Isle of 
Man and Bangladesh are the biggest losers as a consequence of 
not inducting shooting in the games. The Isle of Mann drops 10 
ranking slots and Bangladesh 14 ranking slots. 
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Having said all the above, we wish to make it abundantly clear 
that we respect each and every one at these three sports in their 
individual capacities. The exercise undertaken here, merely 
highlights the statistical facts relating to the popularity as 
compared to the merit of the shooting sport. 

Conclusion 

The analysis in this paper clearly points out to a disadvantage 
targeted towards the nations in the Indian Subcontinent. It is 
pertinent to note that India and its neighbours contain a large 
population size that aspires to not only compete but also to 
promote the CWG. Shooting Sports events are popular in India 
and today India has attained the number one ranking in the 
world for shooting Sports. 

As president of NRAI and also the Vice President of ISSF, it is my 
duty to promote the sport both in my native country and across 
the world. The president of ISSF also joins me in support for the 
re-inclusion of shooting sports at the Birmingham CWG in 2022. 
The president ISSF, Mr Lisin has extended his support, to the 
president CGF in terms of financial assistance to help negate 
costs incurred for the re-induction of Shooting Sports at 
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Birmingham 2022, as well as offered any additional support in 
excess of this that the commonwealth Games may desire. 

It is our recommendation, that in conclusion thereof, the Indian 
Olympic Association and the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, 
take this matter up for the re-inclusion of our sport; where the 
Indian Olympic Associat ion deals direct ly with the 
Commonwealth Games Federation.  

The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports deals with their 
counterpart in the UK, and also the Ministry of External Affairs 
negotiates the same, with the Foreign and Commonwealth office 
of the UK.  

Finally as he has most graciously done in the past, we once again 
look to our Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi Ji to take up the 
matter bilaterally with his counterpart Mr. Boris Johnston, Prime 
Minister of the UK at his earliest convenience. 

I sincerely hope that shooting sports are inducted at Birmingham 
CWG 2022 and in future, become a permanent event under the 
CWG sports portfolio.   

In ending this document, I sincerely hope that you as its reader 
do appreciate that the NRAI and its friends have virtually 
knocked on every door possible in their endeavour to correct the 
folly of dropping shooting from the sports program of the 
Birmingham edition of the CWG 2022. 
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In conclusion, we assure you that we shall in our part continue 
this effort whole heatedly and should any other significant 
development take place, we shall bring them to your notice. 

Raninder Singh  
President, NRAI 
Vice President, ISSF 
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Appendix 

1.    app#. 1 - Data Charts from Page 1 to Page 17 
2.    app#. 2 - Hansard 27 June, 2018 (Page-4) - Text of Mr.   
   Alister Jacks Speech in the Committee room of the  
   House of Commons 
   Hansard 25 June, 2019 (Page-19)- Text of Lord   
   Moynihan’s speech in the House of Lords 
3.    app#. 3 - Lord Karan Bilimoria’s email correspondence to re- 
     introduce shooting sports in the Birmingham CWG  
     games in 2022 
4.    app#. 4 - West Midlands - All Party Parliamentary Group   
       Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games 
5.    app#. 5 - Joint letter by the then President and the then   
       Secretary General ISSF, Señor Olegario Vazquez  
       Rana and Herr Franz Schreiber to Rt Hon Jeremy  
       Wright QC MP, who is the incumbent Secretary of  
       State for Digital culture, media & Sports. 
6.    app#. 6 - ISSF shooting sports bid presentation made to the   
   CGF &OC 
7.    app#. 7 - Letter from President Vladimir Lisin & Secretary  
    General Alexander Ratner to the President   
    Commonwealth Games Federation, Dame Louise  
    Martin. 
8.    app#. 8 - Article from Outlookindia.com on 15th August   
    2019 headlined - “We Want India at 2022    
    Birmingham Commonwealth Games: UK Govt On  
    Ongoing Shooting Row”
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